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Membership dues in. the Canadian 
Money Collectors is $5.00 per calendar year and should be 
sent to our Secretary-Treasurer , Bruce 
Street, 


Reproduced above is a new 2" round wood issued by 
C.A.W.M.C. President Don Robb. Don handed these pieces 
out this Summer at the Canadian Numismatic Association 
Convention in Edmonton. In reporting that he has quite 
a few pieces left, Don invites anyone who wants one to 
simply write to him, and enclose a self-addressed, stamped 
envelone. The address is: Mr. Don Robb, P. 0. Box 724, 
Waterloo, Ontario. 


GREETINGS FROM YOUR NEW EDITOR 


Howdy, all you fellow wooden money enthusiasts!!! 
In a moment of weakness, a month or so ago, I allowed 
myself to be persuaded to take a crack at the editorship 
of Timber Talk. I have had some previous experience with 
writing newsletters, having been at various times editor 
of The Ontario Numismatist (monthly bulletin of the Ontario 
Numismatic Association), and the monthly newsletters of 
Richmond Hill Coin Club, North York Coin Club, and Central 
Coin Club, in addition to a one-year stint at Assistant 
Editor of the Canadian Numismatic Journal. 


A few personal notes: I collect Canadian wooden money 
of all types, shapes and sizes. I got into wooden money 
almost by accident: so many people kept giving me woods 
that I finally decided it would be easier to collect them 
than to keep vassing them on to someone else. A deep 
interest in the subject ranidly followed - and here I am. 
All I can vromise as editor, at this point, is that I will 
try to kees un the high quality of content of Timber Talk. 


Association of Wooden 


Watt, 1153 Northridge 
Oshawa, Ontario, L1G 3P3. 


2 
"A SLEEPER - COMES TO LIGHT" 


by Norman E. Wells 


It happened like this: while at the Toronto Coin Club Show, held at & 
the Royal York Hotel, Sent. 16th, 1979, and while having a discussion with 
a fellow collector, Al Weighell, he casually asked me if I had a wood from 
"The Mutual Arena". My reply was negative - I had never heard of it. He 
mentioned that he had nicked one up at a flea market a couple of weeks ago. 


As soon as the conversation terminated, I went to the nearest phone 
and called. the Arena: I had a short chat with a Scotty Craik, who said yes, 
they had issued a Wooden Nickel some years ago, and to contact a Mrs. H. 
Graham during the week-days, as she had been the custodian of these woods. 


The following Wednesday I was in Toronto and located Mrs. H. Graham 
at the Arena. She kindly donated the balance of the woods that she had 
stored away some years ago. Fortunately, there were sufficient woods, 
still in the original box, for distribution to all members of the C.A.W.M.C. 
(one enclosed with this issue). 


These woods were issued in 1969, quantity of 1,000. They were handed 
out at several special events held at the Arena and also used for Spot 
Dancing, etc., at which time several would be tossed om the Arena skating 
area, and the skaters lucky enough to retrieve one of these woods were 
treated to a free hamburger at the Terrace snack bar. 


The obverse of this wood shows two wild horses, the '‘logo' of the 
TERRACE. Following this article is a story that the "Leaside Advertiser" 
wrote in 1975. There are several framed, enlarged copies of the write-up 
on the walls of the Terrace for all to see and, no doubt, do some remini- 
scing. 


Mrs. Graham also mentioned that there was a 'Bronze Plaque’ of interest 
on the outside wall of the Arena near the main entrance, which I located 
and noted. It is in memory of - 


"The Inaugural Service of the United Church of Canada 
which was held in this arena - on June 10th, 1925, at 
this time the Methodist and Presbyterians churches 
came together to form - The United Church of Canada." 


My thanks to Al Weighell, Scotty Craik and Mrs. H. Graham for their help 
in sunplying the above information and woods. N. E. WELLS 
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NOSTALGIA NOTES on the OLD MUTUAL STREET ARENA 


The original building, Mutual Street Arena, which still forms part 
of The Terrace, opened as an Opera house in 1912. One of its founders, 
and the first opera house president, was Sir Henry Pellatt, builder of 
Casa Loma. Marie Dressler was among the first Celebrities to perform there. 


During the early years ice was put into the building and it became 
known as Arena Gardens, home of the Toronto Arenas, forerunners of the 
Toronto Maple Leaf Hockey Club. Foster Hewitt did his first radio hroad- 
cast from Arena Gardens which remained the home rink for professional 
hockey in Toronto until 1932. 


Also during the '30s, huge crowds turned out for the six day bike rides 
and to watch such riders as Torchy Pedan and Jules Andy. During the same 
era the Harlem Globetrotters made their first Toronto appearance at the 
Arena. 


For years boxing fans flocked to watch fighters like Sammy Luftspring, 
Frankie Genovese, Spider Armstrong, Joey Bagnato, Frenchy Belanger, Jackie 
Johnson, and Baby Yack. Wrestling cards, featuring some of the most famous 
‘bad guys' were also a big draw. 


In 1938 W. J. Dickson, father of the present Terrace president, Ted 
Dickson, bought the Arena from the City of Toronto and changed the name to 
Mutual Arena (because of the location at Mutual and Dundas Streets). 


The Dicksons brought roller skating to the Arena and it was at this 
time that Scotty Craik, general manager of the Terrace, joined the staff. 
Roller skating continued to draw thousands to the Arena throughout the War 
Years, and among the big attractions at that time were Marathon Roller 
Derbies. 


Mutual Arena became the BIG BANDSTAND of Toronto in the '40s - Glenn 
Miller, Woody Herman, Charles Spivac, Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Artie 
Shaw; all the really big name bands drew throngs of music lovers to the 
Arena. Ted Dickson recalls that the biggest draw was Artie Shaw and the 
late Glenn Miller. 


In 1948 a skinny young singer named Frank Sinatra was paid $10,000 
for a two night stand at Mutual Arena. Looking back, Ted Dickson recalls 
that the Arena lost about $3,090 on Sinatra due to a hail storm on the 
second night. 


Indoor tennis tournaments also drew good crowds by presenting such 
stars as Jack Kramer, Paneho Gonzales and Gussie Moran. 


Among the various trade shows and exhibitions held in the Arena was 
the first Toronto Boat Show and Melody Fair, which introduced a new young 
Canadian Talent - Robert Goulet. 


Around the same time opera star James Melton made use of the Arena 
@.. display his famous collection of Antique Cars. 


In June, 1962 a $3 Million renovation program was started and The 
Terrace, as it is known to-day, came into being. 
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"Boy - meets - girt" is a time honoured Terrace tradition. Each year 
literally hundreds of happy couples meet for the very first time on the Terrace 
roller skating rink - and the ice skating rink has its own share of romance, 

The exhilaration of healthy exercise, carefree, relaxing atmosphere, the @: 
spontaneity that develops when fun-loving people get together - plus skating 
music that runs the gamut from the lively to the romantic; at the Terrace 

these things never change (today, as 30 years ago, they still dim the lights 
for ‘couples only' skating). 


A "NEW" VARIETY DISCOVERED 
by Stan Clute 


This seems to be turning into a "theme issue" of Timber Talk - the theme 
being Newly Discovered Woods (as opposed to new issues). So here is another 
one that turned un this Summer - a Western Canada variety, this time. 


One day, a month or so ago, Mark Mogen and I were touring some of the 
used book stores in downtown Calgary. In one store the owner, whom Mark knows 
personally, showed him some woods that he had picked up in an estate sale. 
They were all Wells # 8080-3 - Bowness, Alberta, 1911 - 1961 Jubilee, 30 mm 
diameter, in black ink - but with a difference. The name "BELVEDERE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL / BOWNESS, ALBERTA", in two lines, had been rubber stamped on them in 
turquoise ink. Apparently an ordinary school] rubber stamp had been used, as 
only vart (avprox. #) of the "overprint" is able to fit on any one piece. 
They also occur with the "overprint" on either side - obverse or reverse. 


Mark later acquired the book dealer's entire stock of the counterstamped 
woods. He received the following story with the woods: the dealer had acquire 
them at an estate sale - the previous owner having been a teacher at Belvedere 
Elementary School, as well as the person responsible for the issue of the 
official Bowness 1911-1961 wooden pieces. The dealer was unable to give any 
idea of why these pieces had been rubber stamped. 


In an attempt to track these pieces down, your editor spoke with Mrs. 
Honour Prince, Alberta Director of the Canadian Numismatic Association and 
Past President of the Calgary Numismatic Society. Mrs. Prince, who used to 
teach at Belvedere Elementary School, suggested that I contact Mrs. Christine 
Roberts, who was at the school at the time the Bowness woods were current. 


Mrs. Roberts was very willing to help, but could not remember any of 
the wooden tokens having been stamped with the school's name. She DOES 
remember using the regular woods, without the counterstamp, to teach counting 
to her grade one students, and believes that quantities may have been given 
to other primary teachers for use with their classes. She was fairly certain 
that they had not been given out to the school children as souvenirs of the 
Bowness jubilee. After discussing several possible uses that I suggested, 
Mrs. Roberts was of the opinion that the most probable explanation of the 
rubber stamped pieces is that one of the teachers had possibly stamped her 
own classroom nieces to prevent students from taking any. In closing, Mrs. 
Roberts suggested that I contact another teacher from the school, one Miss 
Patricia English, but on consulting the telephone book (Bowness is now a part 
of the City of Calgary - in the Northwest quarter - on the outskirts, just 
beyond the University of Calgary), I could not locate Miss English. © 


I would like to exnress my sincere thanks to Mrs. Honour Prince and Mrs. 
Christine Roberts for their help in researching this material. 


Mark is offering these woods for sale to interested collectors at a price 
of $2.00 for a pair - one each of the obverse and reverse counterstamp. He 
emphasizes that very few of the rubber impressions are very clear. He can be 
contacted at the following address: Mr. Mark Mogen, 3715 Unity Place N.W., 
Calgary, Alberta (Canada), T2H 4G4. 


Correction: In the August issue of Timber Talk an error occurred in the 
report of the new Victoria Numismatic Society wood available from Mr. Fred 
Laidlaw, 467 Forward Drive, Victoria, B. C., V9C 1B8. The price of these 
woods was stated as five for $1.00. The correct price is two for $1.00. 


We wish to express our sincere sympathy to C.A.W.M.C. President Don Robb 
on the recent loss of both his parents. Don's father passed away after a 
lengthy illness and was soon followed, very suddenly, by Don's mother. 


A Statement By Your Editor: A little over two years ago, I issued a 
ery: wood to commemorate my graduation from university. It is listed as 
lls # 5908-7. This wooden token was issued in only one colour, BLACK. I 
ordered these pieces through a friend who, I found out later, got them from 
a manufacturer notorious for his unofficial restrikes. Then, in 1978, wishing 
to commemorate both my graduation from teachers college and my part-time coin 
business, Lansing Numismatics (since closed down), I ordered a new issue of 
500 pieces in dark blue ink, through the same friend, who obtained them through 
the same manufacturer. These arrived a few days before I was scheduled to 
go to the A.N.A. Convention in Houston, Texas, and I intended to take some 
with me to give out. There was,however, an error in the address on these 
pieces. Since I had no time to return them for replacing, I corrected them 
as best I could with a felt marker. It happens that there were corrections 
in three colours of ink. Those corrected in blue ink, were done during slack 
moments while I was manning the medals booth at the Canadian National E:hibi- 
tion coin exhibit for Toronto Coin Club: I simply used the marker kept there 
for recording medal sales. Later, at home, I tried out a red marker but gave 
up after a few dozen pieces, because the red did not hide the error very well. 
The remaining half of the shipment were corrected with a borrowed black marker. 


The above mentioned issues in the colours I have specified are the ONLY 
wooden tokens I have issued or authorized in my name to date. Imagine my 
surprise, them, when Garry Braunwarth recently showed me a copy of my 1977 
issue (Wells # 5908-7) in dark blue ink! I HAVE NOT, AT ANY TIME, -AUTHORIZED 
THE ISSUING OF WELLS # 5908-7 IN ANY COLOUR OTHER THAN BLACK. Considering 
the manufacturer from whom these pieces were obtained, I can only conclude 
that the blue one is a restrike. If this is indeed so, I strongly object to 

@. unauthorized use of my name on these pieces!!! I wish to go on record, 
ow, that Wells # 5908-7 has never and will never be authorized by me in any 
colour ink other than black, nor will I have black restrikes printed. Like- 
wise, my Lansing Numismatics issue will never be authorized in any colour other 
than blue. Almost all the 500 pieces of this issue were corrected so few 
uncorrected pieces - Wells # 5908-7 A exist (perhaps 5 or 6 pieces). Nor do 
I intend to issue any more of these pieces (Wells 5908-7-A, B,C or D). 
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These woods have just come to my 
attention and are available from- 


Wallace Moase, 239 Water St, 
Summerside, P.E.I. C1N 1B4 


Price - 4 for $2,00 Plus SASE, 


NOTE = the first 2 woods are no 
longer available,, 


P.S. Wallace - also imformed me 
Cat # 5900-34 Toronto is 
incorrect and should be 
listed under Pe i This 
B/A station was down the 
Street from his plage, 


P.S.5. The above woods will be listed 
and Cat # added in new pages 
of supplement for book now 
in preparation, 

Norm tells, 


